
“A pioneering work on the history of Japanese Americans during WWII—an instant classic.”
— TETSUDEN KASHIMA AUTHOR OF JUDGMENT WITHOUT TRIAL

“American Sutra tells the story of how Japanese American Buddhist families like mine survived
the wartime incarceration. Their loyalty was questioned, their freedom taken away, but their

spirit could never be broken. A must-read for anyone interested in the implacable quest
for civil liberties, social and racial justice, religious freedom, and American belonging.”

— GEORGE TAKEI  ACTOR, DIRECTOR, AND ACTIVIST  
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This groundbreaking history tells the little-known story of how, in one of our country’s darkest hours, Japanese Americans 
fought to defend their faith and preserve religious freedom. The mass incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War 
II is not only a tale of injustice; it is a moving story of faith. In this path-breaking account, Duncan Ryūken Williams reveals how, 
even as they were stripped of their homes and imprisoned in camps, Japanese American Buddhists launched one of the most 
inspiring defenses of religious freedom in our nation’s history, insisting that they could be both Buddhist and American.


