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Mr, Dillon 5. Myer, National Director
War Reloecation Authority .
Barr Building

Washingten, D. C.

Dear Mr. lyer:

I must apologize for the tardiness of this confidential statement to
you regarding the trouble in the centers. My excuse is (first) that I have
been very ill and under a doctor's and a dentist's care for some time and
(second) that I have attemptad to obtain the thinking and collaboration of
certain of our key people in the centsers in order to pgive you a composite
impression of our visws. The enclosed report is one which combinas our
thinking as well as our recommendations, and I respsctfully submit it to
you for your consideration.

I trust that the latensss of this reply has not inconvenienced your
committee too much,

In order that I may keep in close contact with the conditions in the
centars, as well as the feelings of the people there, I plan to visit the
various relocation centers before returning to Washington. It is my hope
that at these meetings in the centers, I might not only talk with the member-
ship of our organization, but also with the representatives of ewvsry group
in the centers, and to gain from them a better idea of the over-all picture.

It is with this thought in mind that I request at, this time permission
o enter the rslocation centers in Arizona and Califormia. These four camps
have been in overation longer than any of the centers in the "free zone'.
These four camps alsoc seem to have more troubls than the others, and I would
like to go and saz if there is anything which can be done about them. Per-
haps it might not be wise to visit Manzanar, but T do think that my visiting
Poston, Gila, and Tule Lake may go far in clarifying the air. There are
many who question the sincerity of the government, for sxammles, in the
rasettlasment program, and I baliave that it will be wortiwhile for me to
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discuss this important matter with the various center leaders involved.

I possible, I would like to visit the three centsrs in Arizona and
California in the fore part of February, and, therefore, T would appreciate
it if you would suggest the best procedure which might be followed in
securing permission for me and a companion to enter the military area in-
volved in order that we may visit the centers.

Once again, I apologize for the tardinsss of this confidential state-
ment, but trust that the considerations listed therein will merit your

- discussion. In all probability, they Have alrsady been advanced by your

committee, but it will be interesting to check their findinzs and racom-
mendations against those suggested by our group. ‘

With kindest personal wishes to you and yours, I remain,

Cordially,

National Secretary

JAPANTSE AMERICAN CITIZENS IEAGUS
National Headquarters

Wi:en

For Better Americans in A Greater America
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CONFIDENTIAL STATEMENT

2 The problem of segregating "loysl to America” Japenese from those who are
loyal ?o Japan" in the ten relocdtion centers under the jurisdiction of the War
Relocation Authority is a difficult one which is complicated by many factors.

To us, there is no auestion that immediate and summary action must be taken
in order to sssure those who are loyal to this country that un-Americen activities
and utterances will not be tolerated by this government. (n the other hand, as
neither "free speech" nor "free assembly” should be abridged, some appropriate de-
terminetion must be made where the legitimate bounds of our constitutional liberties
end and sub¥ersiveness begin. Another difficult cuestion is to determine whe ther
these utterances and "uprisings" are honest attempts to improve, or call attention
$0, conditions within the center which certain residents feel need correction or im-
provement, or whether alleged conditions are merely excuses used by those who seek
to arouse antagonism agsinst our nation. Still another faetor involves the matter
of dealing with imerican citizens, with resident nationals, end with American citi-
zens who are more thoroughly rooted in Japanese culture than even the resident
netionals, all of whom are liwing together in an abnormal society. :

‘Thet extreme caution should be exercised in carrying out any segregation
policy is self-evident. Regardless of the method used, there are bound to be injus-
tices: +the problem is to keep these injustices at a minimum while accomplishing the
purposes of segregation. i

Before evacustion, we believe that most of the first generation Japérese na-
tionals were st leest passively loyal to the United States. After all, they had
spent the grester part of their lives here, had made a living here which was far
superior to thet which they cold heve enjoyed in their native land, snd had reared
their children with the underlying ides that fmerica would be equally "egood" to them.
As for the American Jepsmese, we believe thaet, previous to the exclusion orders,
practicelly all of them were one hundred per cent Americans. Yost of them never
thought of themselves as anything but Americans equal to any other American.

1t is beceuse of their "fsith" in Americen principles and justice that both
the first end second gzeneration Jepanese, slien and citizen alike, sre so confused
and bewildered. The very foundations of their thinking have been torn away. 1t mast
be sdnitted thet, while the emmy and the WRA hendled the evacuation processes with
expertness and dispetch, the very "shock" of beinyz uprooted =nd being forced to live
under conditions which are fer from idesl have crezted fertile fields for axis
propagenda.

While most of the population is made up of American dorn citizens, the older
members of the communities ere sé-cslled "enemy =liens.” Thege people cennot become
citizens of the United States. Their treatment, accordings to those who desire to
view it in this memer, is worse than thst accorded to other “"enemy sliens." Their
children, who are citizens, sre classified as being more suspicious then the "enemy
aliens" of other powers. All of this is a case of downright discrimination based
upon race and orly Japen's military viectory will restore %o them thé digmity which
is rightfully theirs. We believe thet it is confinement whieh influences so many to
look toward Japan.

We heve heard reports, for exemple, thet at cne o'clock every morning, & num=—
ber of Jeparnese residents gether at secret meetinz places to hear special short ‘wave
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broadcasts from Jepan. We have heard, too, that the Japanese government maintains a
short wave transmitting station at Kiske, Alaske, from which they periodically broad-
cast instraetions to their agents in the relocation centers. Another report is that
certain Japanese have constructed efficient and easily hidden short wave receiving
sets from bamboo.

It is our considered judgment, however, that most of the Japan-born still
retain & high regerd for this country, especially those with children. We believe
thet this group can be eassily "re-converted" to aggressive Americanism provided that
they sre made to feel that the Americen governmert is interested in their welfere
and their protection. i

As for the ‘merican-born Japenese, we believe that meny are so disillusioned
and "hurt" thet they fell eesy prey to those who are intent on adding to their con-
fusion. They had been told by their friends, taught in their' schools, =nd convinced
in their minds that fmericen citizenship meant something, even in times of war.
Teither they nor their friends could conceive of "evacuation" for one segmeni of
Americsn citizens while the eneny aliens of other powers were permitted to reside in
the area from which they hed been "excluded." Certainly, they never anticipated
being bracketed as persons "more potentially dengerous” than the enemy slien nationals
of Germeny, end, until recently, Italy. All this tends %o color their thinking end
their reactions.

In spite of this, however, it is our ressoned opinion that the great majority
of the Americen-born Japenese sre at least pessively loysl to the United States today.
Most of them have never been to Japan, and don't want to g0 there. Although some
msy speak in bitter tones of demunciation, meny more live in the hope that their
faith will be justified. If these Americans with Japanese faces can De piade to rea-
lize that they heve a definite stake here in America, we confidently predict that no
finer citizens can be found elsewhere.

Granting for the moment that some method of segregation is devised, it should
not be a difficult task to specially confine nationsls of Jepan, for they are "enemy
aliens," but to provide further ‘segregation and confinement for American citizens mey
pose constitutionsl mestions sbove and beyond those involved in the military evacua-
tion. Unless their sctivities end words come within the scope of the sedition lews,
it may be troublesome to attempt to segregate citizens from other citizens.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, it seems imperative to us that fmmediate
sction should be taken in every center to "pull out™ those who are constantly agitating
ageinst this government or its representatives, or fomenting dissension and violence.
The people in the center must be convinced beyond all doubt that the covernment means
to protect the loyal and to enforce law and order st all times and for all persons.

i review of the case history of agitetion in Manzanar and Poston reveals that
some of the responsibility for this condition may be traced to the indecisive and
"overlooking" attitude of the project administrators. When certain persons discouraged
working on various projects, or advocated un-American doctrines, or suggested pro-
Japen policies, and the like, the administrators generally refused to take swift and
summary action but actually "lesned over backwards,"” as the expression goes, in their
treatment of the ailty parties. This attitude can ve traced to the laudable one of
“gppreciating” the tremendously difficult task of reedjustment which faced the eva-
cuees snd of attempting to grent them every possible right and privilege to compensate
for their sacrifices in the evacuation. This "lenient" policy which was applied time
end time again csused the agitators to believe that they would not be punished for
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their overt =acts, amd that the project administrators would not harm them in any
way (as witness the refusal of the Mmnzanar mob to obey the command to "halt" in
their advance on the military police). It is our conclusion that, had summary and
drastic action been taken in each case to make an exeample of the offender, the out-
breaks of lawlessness would never have occurred.

Although the situation is well advanced in most of the centers, we believe
thet immediate action should be taken whereby, without warning or hearing, known
agitetors snd troublemakers are moved out of the relocation centers and placed in
specizl camps of their own. 1t is our understanding thet the minutes of many of

the community meetings record those who sre most prominent in un-imerican agitation
and demands. The general community fecling, too, is that certain well-known per- -

sons are constant offenders. These persons, though they may be few in number,

ought to be removed immediately. We believe that, should they be forewarned of
their approasching segregation, they would either create & militant sentiment against
their removal or orgsnize to resist it. ‘oo, if hearings sre provided, they might
raise the cry that they were unjustly accused and tried, that they were "framed",
etc. 1In order to avoid such arrangements and charges, we suggest that the TRA,
upon completion of their investigation, should segregate summarily all those whom
they feel are dangerous to the "internal security" of the centers. OUnce these few
leading troublemakers are segregated and isolated, we are hopeful that the "pres- \
sure™ will be off of the loyal elements end that law and order will rule.

our latest reports indicate that those who are causing most of the trouble

are usually single men without any "vested interests" left in the united States,
certain of the “refﬁrnéd"cinternees of the Department of Justice who allegedly made
their plans for causing trouble in the intermment camps, professionsl gamblers, and
Pro-Jepen kibei. ©sachelors who were either migratory lsborers .or small businessmen
who lost everything in the evecuation feel that they have nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain by a Japenese victory. Storiess are circulated both within the relo-
cation centers and in the “free zones"™ to the effect that internees planned certain
outbreaks with their colleagues while confined by the Department of Justice. rro-
. fessional gemblers, and especiaslly those comnected with the notorious Toyo Club,
which operated in every large Japanese commnity, are claimed members of the secret
Black Dragon Society and are pledged to destroy the United States. Pro-Japen Kibel
mm&%inated with Japene se netioralism that they feel that they have
8 divine mission to fulfill. These are the more prominent types of asgitators and

habitual grumblers.

‘In view of the fact that practically every person who has been "beaten up"
in the centers is & member of our Japcnese Imerican Citizens League, many of our
members have written in suggesting that our organization create specizal "gangs™
for the protection of our own membership. They feel thet strong-arm tactics should
be met with the.same kind of measures, as the government seems unwilling or unable
to cope with this situation. Naturally, we have strongly disapproved such methods
which borders on "taking the law" into their own hands. e have asked them to send
in their suggestions to curb the aslarming growth of gamgsterism in the centers.

The unanimous concensus of opinion is that the WRA ought to take immediate
steps to segregate the known agitators. liost of our chapter leaders have signified
their willingness to nsme those whom they consider inimical to center welfare if
their own names are not revealed. The names which they might submit could be
checked with others who are reliable and who are not members of the JACL in order
to insure against possible pre judices simply because of organizetional differences.
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The question was asked by all the centers as to why the known grumblers and
$roublemakers were not removed since it was their understanding that the WRA intended
to follow that procedure after the Manzanar incidents. One person: wrote thet many
residents are losing faith in the WRA because they have not done something to pre-
vent a repetition of the Poston and Manzamar troubles. We believe that the WRA is
doing somethinz, but we urge haste and decisive actionm.. :

The JACL lesders who replied to our ¢ueries all were of the opinion thet the
"fence-sitters", who constitute the msjority of every center, would'™ack" such a
step by the federal government. Everyone is now waiting to see whether the WRA
"dare" take drastic action sgzinst the pro-axis elements.

The first step, then, as we see it, is to remove sll the known agitators and
troublemakers. e i

The second step is, we believe, to invite all persons, citizens and aliens
alike, who desire repatriation to Japen either as exfhange prisoners or deportees
after the war, to declsre their intentions in writing. These people should be
moved to another speciel camp reserved just for people like themselves. We do not
feel that they should be arbitrarily placed in the same cemp as the criminals who
are to be segregeted in the initial movement. These people should dbe informed that
they will be treated without prejudice or favor, but that they will not be eligzibde
for resettlement under the WRA regulations.

While this group may not.cause trouble to the government, their very presence
and sttitude within the centers contribute to & general feeling of antagonism and
ill will.

The third step, we believe, is to place men who are trained investigators,
such as FBI, Military, or Naval Intelligence agents, in the centers in some admi-
nistrative capacity which will pemit them to ferret out those who are disloyal
and to arrive at some satisfactory arbitrary method of mass segregation, if that is
necessary. We believe, too, that American citizens of Japanese encestry of undues-
tioned loyalty should be trained in investigative methods and theat these people
should be delegated with the jobs of cooperating with the government in "searching”
out those who are pro~Japen in their sentiments or who are troublemakers. There is
no mestion thet those with Japanese characteristics, if they can De made available,
will be able to discover meny facts which a non-Jepenese might not be able to.

We are not sugzesting a reign of terror, or a witch hunt. We are merely
calling for the same type of specialized investigation to prevent sabotage and es—
pionage within the centers as thet which is carried on on the outside.

The fourth step, we believe, is that people trained in edministrative police
end detective work be placed in charge of the interm=l security departiments and
thet these administratars be more cautious in the selection of their departmental
personnel. One complaint which we receive is that the men generally in charge of
internsl security are not men skilled and experienced in police work. Their ap-
parent youth, in most cases, does not inspire the confidence of the residents and
inept cuestioning of sccused law violators attests to their inexperience.

OQur reports suggest that some of the personnel of the intermneal security de-
pertments are not generally well-accepted persons who were known for their exemplary
citizenship before evacuation. in some centers, Kibei of doubtful loyalty, or Jjudo
experts (Japenese-style wrestlers, or pre-evacuation rowdies are members of the
internal security division.
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We believe that the four steps suggested will zo a long way toward solving
the problem of "mob violence™ in the centers: (1) the immediate epprehension and
removal of known troublemakers, (2) the segregation of those who desire repatria-

‘tion to Japan, (3) the placing of treined investigators within the centers to ferret

out those who are disloyal, and (4) the selection of experienced internal security
edministrators and more cereful appointment of departmental personnel.

In order to avoid injustices to those who might be among those segregated,
perhaps some type of special hearing might be arranged after their apprehension
and isolation. This board should be in the nature of an investigative one, rather
than one concerned with the known or zlleged fects. It might be composed of single
representatives from the, YRA, the War Department, and the Department of Justice,
in addition to two civilien members. 1t is my understanding that by having members
of the Wer and Justice Departments on the boerd, the records of the Military Intelli-
gence and the Federsl Buresum of Investigation are made available. This investigation
of those specially confined should not only include their record and background pre-
vious to evacuation but also their conduct in the assembly and relocation centers.
It is quite possible that persons who were loyal to the United States may have
changed their ellegiances since their military removal.

It is our faith thet there are only a comparatively few persons in each cen-
ter who instigate the difficulties. If these few persons are removed, and the people
are convinced thet the govermnment will act swiftly in dealing with others who might
attenpt to "teke the place™ of those removed, we believe that segregation will have
a salutory effect upon the centers.

If the above will not solve the difficulties, perhaps some system of srbitrary
segregation such as the one suggested by Lieutensnt-Commander Kenneth E. Ringle of
the Naval Intelligence would have to be adopted. If this step is necessary,.the
trained investigators working in the centers might be able to arrive at some method
of mass segregation which would not cause too much injustice and alienate the
loyalties of those who are loyal to this coantry.

While we are enxious to prevent eny incidents compareble to those which oc-
curred in Poston and Memzener, we wish to emphssize sgein the necessity for extreme
care end csution in sny policy of secregation. The inherent dangers of any segre-
gation policy are megnified here becsuse of the temper =nd "mske-up" of the people
in the relocation centers. Nevertheless, the ¢pvermment, through the WRA, must
teke & fim stend end act sccordingly in order to preserve confidence in the United
States, &s well as in law &nd order generally.

' Te of the Jorenese imerican Citizens League stand ready to cooperate in
every way possible. We would sppreciste your callinz to our attention the services
which we mgy render.

We sre enclosing a number of bulletins in the hope thet they will prove of
sone value.

Respectfully submitted,

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

MI :
Netional Secretar]
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